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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2021 8:07 AM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Pam Adams  
(pjadams9902@gmail.com)  
234 Deibler Rd  
PA Furnace, PA 16865 US  

Comments entered:  
 
I support Pennsylvania joining RGGI because it has multiple benefits. It focuses on the power-
generation sector because it accounts for approximately 28% to 30% of all greenhouse gas 
emissions. RGGI prompts the market to “operate as an efficient means to cut emissions, 
fostering a shift to a clean energy economy and driving innovation in low-carbon technologies.” 
 
It supports state and our municipal goal of reducing GHG emissions and social equity. 
 
CO2 emissions in RGGI states have fallen 47%, outpacing the rest of the country by 90%. As the 
nation’s second biggest electricity exporter, a major fossil fuel development state, and one of 
the nation’s five largest emitters, Pennsylvania would easily be the largest emitter among the 
RGGI states. So the impact of PA joining will be significant and have its challenges, but PA 
should be a leader. 
 
Since it started, RGGI has generated $4.7 billion in economic benefits and tens of thousands of 
jobs. See Hibbard et al 
https://www.analysisgroup.com/uploadedfiles/content/insights/publishing/2018_hibbard_tierney
_darling_cullinan_an_expanding_carbon_cap_and_trade_regime.pdf 
 
The health-related co-benefits of Pennsylvania joining RGGI are potentially large, and most of 
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these co-benefits to Pennsylvanians may be concentrated in areas that see the largest 
reductions in power generation from conventional resources. Joining RGGI is expected to reduce 
nitrogen and sulfur dioxide pollution, yielding significant health benefits. This has the potential to 
avoid an estimate hundreds of premature deaths and 30,000 hospital visits for respiratory illness 
such as asthma by 2030. 
 
Use the revenue generated to support the communities that will and have been adversely 
affected to bring innovation, education and jobs so that our rural regions can benefit from being 
a renewable power producing state.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


